
The Pine Hill Haints, To Win
or to Lose 
When I attended the 2008 Old 280 Boogie in
Waverly, I fell in love with many things: the
charming town. The festival itself. Standard
Deluxe. And the Pine Hill Haints.
To Win or To Lose (K Records) is only the lat-
est in a long line of releases from the
Huntsville-based band. They call themselves
Alabama ghost music, and their peculiar com-
bination of punk and roots music results in a
sound most closely akin to Old Crow Medicine
Show. Though the lyrics often plumb the
depths of sorrow, many tracks will make you
get up and dance. You’ll have that chance on
July 25, when the Haints celebrate their record
release at Bottletree.
—CARLA JEAN WHITLEY

Paul Janeway
Musician 
I have really started to listen to Serge
Gainsbourg. Even though he sings in
French, it still communicates to me
very well. There is a sexiness to it that
is timeless. Histoire de Melody Nelson
is the album to get of his. It really is
amazing.
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What: Some
New Trend is
a collabora-
tive young
adult novel
written in
blog form. A
new chapter
is posted
e v e r y
Monday, and
the authors
expect the
project to
last until
a b o u t

October (six months from the April
launch). During the remainder of each
week, the site is updated with movie,
music and book reviews, book giveaways
and more.

Who: Authors Carrie Rollwagen and
Kevin Wilder have each written for a num-

ber of publications and blogs. Rollwagen
is a copywriter for Southern Living AT
HOME and a contributor to Birmingham
Weekly; Wilder contributes to REAX
Music Magazine. The pair previously
worked together at Jonathan Benton,
Bookseller. The authors also accept cre-
ative contributions from others, and each
chapter is illustrated by John Yam.

The story: Some New Trend tells the
story of a group of Florida teenagers who
hang out at the mall (because in Florida,
that’s all teenagers do) and their teenage
love lives. Rollwagen and Wilder alternate
chapters and voices, telling the story from
the viewpoint of different characters.

Embracing technology: Some New
Trend also delivers chapters to sub-
scribers via email, and a weekly podcast
serves as an ebook of sorts. In addition to
its many delivery methods, Some New
Trend interacts via Twitter.

Tom Brosseau’s high, plaintive voice is a
direct pipeline to the listener’s soul, communi-
cating emotion as he tells stories that will break
your heart. His latest release, Posthumous
Success (FatCat Records), builds on the sim-
plicity of his past work to create a fuller, more
experimental sound. The difference is particular-
ly noticeable on “You Don’t Know My Friends,”
as distortion adds sonic interest to Brosseau’s
vocals. 

You can purchase the oft-talked about Dark
Night of the Soul, a collaboration between DJ
Danger Mouse, Sparklehorse and numerous
guests, and the companion collection of pho-
tographs by David Lynch, but the disc you
receive may be blank. Danger Mouse’s legal
entanglement with EMI Music resulted in the
inclusion of a blank CD-R (to use as you wish),
but early, legal streams of the music suggest this
is an album worth looking up.

Pete Yorn falls into a gentle rhythm on Back
and Fourth (Columbia Records), his fourth
album. But his lyrics are as yearning as ever and
even more personal. He’s especially introspec-
tive on “Paradise Cove” when he sings, “Got
what I wanted when you showed up. Got what I
wanted, and it’s never enough.”

We may all just be taller children, as
Elizabeth Abby Ziman of Elizabeth and the
Catapult sings on the title track of Taller
Children (Verve Forecast). But Ziman’s smartly-
phrased pop music certainly reveals her maturi-
ty as a songwriter.

mytunes
what people are listening to

LISTEN

check this out: music makers...

Authors Carrie Rollwagen and Kevin Wilder
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